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SMART CITIES IN THE UAE: PIONEERING SUSTAINABLE
URBAN DEVELOPMENT THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

Introduction

Smart cities are emerging as a global trend In urban
development, aiming to improve the quality of life for
residents while addressing the challenges posed by rapid
urbanization. The United Arab Emirates (UAE), known for its

ambitious vision and
embraced the conce
advanced technologies,

sustain

in the Middle East and N
vear 2023, marking Its
spot. This recognition co
ndex, which i1s published by the
Development (IMD) in
partnership with the Singapore University of Technology
and Design (SUTD). Abu Dhabi secures the 13th position
olobally, closely followed by Dubai at 1/th place.
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Smart Cities in the UAE

the UAE

commitment to
ot of smart cities. By harnessing
IS striving to create
able urban environments that enhance efficiency,
connectivity, and the overall well-being of its residents.

Abu Dhabi has maintained its position as the smartest city
orth Africa (MENA) region for the o,
third consecutive year at the top
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Smart cities in the UAE emphasize the development of robust digital infrastructure and connectivity. The integration of Internet
of Things (loT) devices, and advanced communication networks allows for real-time data collection and analysis. This data-driven
approach enables the optimization of services such as transportation, utilities, and public safety. By creating a connected
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cem, cities can monitor and manage resources effectively, leading to reduced energy consumption, improved efficiency,

- IS actively promoting energy efficiency and sustainability in its smart city iniiatives. By

CES, d

nd energy management systems, cities can optimize energy usage, reduce carbon

emissions, and enhance resilience. Intelligent transportation systems utilize technologies such as smart trafic management,
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- Masdar City

- Zayed Smart City

Project

- [The Sustainable City

- IDubai Silicon Oasis\

- Dubal South District

- Desert Rose City

- Sharjah Sustainable City
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public transportation systems, and sustainable modes of transportation.
ne notable smart cities in the UAE Iincludead:

la 12, Al Basheer Street, Khuzam Road, P.O. Box 31484, Ras Al Khaimah, UAE | www.slglaw.cc



https://imd.cld.bz/IMD-Smart-City-Index-Report-20231/7/
https://imd.cld.bz/IMD-Smart-City-Index-Report-20231/7/
https://masdarcity.ae/
https://www.thesustainablecity.ae/
https://www.dsoa.ae/explore-dso/initiatives/dubai-smart-city
https://www.dubaisouth.ae/
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Trend Forecast

According to the Ministry of Economy, the Global Smart Cities Market is predicted to witness substantial growth, expanding from
USD 457 billion in 2021 to USD 873.7 billion by 2026, at a remarkable Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 13.8% during
the forecast period. The Global Mobility as a Service market Is also set to experience rapid development, with projected revenue
reaching USD 40.1 billion by 2030, compared to an estimated USD 3.3 billion in 2021, at an impressive CAGR of 32.1% from
2021 to 2030. Furthermore, the Smart Building market, valued at USD 82.55 billion in 2020, is poised to surge to USD 229.10
billion by 2026, exhibiting a strong CAGR of over 11.33% throughout the forecast period spanning from 2021 to 2026.

Conclusion

The UAE's unwavering dedication to constructing smart cities stands as a testament to its visionary pursuit of sustainable urban
development. By leveraging cutting-edge technology and data-driven strategies, the nation strives to forge highly efficient,
interconnected, and sustainable urban landscapes that ultimately enrich the lives of its citizens. Embarking on transformative
inifiatives that address vital aspects like infrastructure, energy efficiency, transportation, governance, and innovation, the UAE
sets an Inspiring example for other nations eager to embrace the concept of smart cities. As these pioneering endeavors continue

to evolve, the UAE is firmly positioned to assume the mantle of a global leader in smart city development, profoundly shaping the
future of urban living.

Strohal Legal Group is an international business law firm focusing on the Gulf region (GCC) and Southeast Asia (ASEAN) advising
clients on local and cross-border M&A transactions and corporate, business, and labour law matters, company establishments,

energy & climate law as well as tax law matters. Through our country desks and partner firms in Austria, the Ukraine, and Russia,
the firm Is also well connected in Europe.

Disclaimer

Any information in this communication is not intended or written by us to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed by any governmental taxing authority or
agency, or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any matters addressed herein.

The opinions and analyses expressed herein are subject to change at any time. Any suggestions contained herein are general, and do not take into account an individual’s or entity’s specific circumstances. Any third
party information contained herein is from sources believed to be reliable, but which we have not independently verified. Past performance is not indicative of future results.

No warranty or representation, express or implied, is made by Strohal Legal Consultants, nor do we accept any liability with respect to the information and data set forth herein. Distribution hereof does not
constitute legal, tax, accounting, investment or other professional advice. Recipients should consult their professional advisors prior to acting on the information set forth herein.

| 2

Strohal Legal Group | T:+971 72338927 | Villa 12, Al Basheer Street, Khuzam Road, P.O. Box 31484, Ras Al Khaimah, UAE | www.slglaw.cc



https://www.moec.gov.ae/en/-/smart-cities-and-autonomous-transportation-1
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